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My Years at Meiji University

United States Senator

Ben Nighthorse Campbell

I began judo training in 1949 in a small Machi dojo in California. All judo was done at the club level in those days.
There was not any judo at the high school or college level yet, nor were there any National or International championships
of any kind. In a way I grew with the American judo movement.

I continued judo training while I was in the United States Air Force statinoed in Korea and when I returned and entered
San Jose State University in 1954.

At that time almost all Judoka were Japanese immigrants or their children, so I made many close friends in the Japanese
community. It was at San Jose State University that I met Mr. Ken Hatae, one of the first of many Meiji judo team mem-
bers who came to the United States to attend college or to become permanent residents. Other members of the Meiji team
in the late1950's, who came to the United States, were team captain Kazuo Shinohara, as well as Yuzo Koga and Makato
Obayashi.

In 1960, after the Rome Olympic Games, we learned that judo would be included as an Olympic sport for the first time
in Tokyo in 1964. I wanted to be on that team.

I had read and learned as much as I could about judo training in Japan. It was the recommendations of my Meiji friends
in America that led me to the decision to move to Japan and train until the Olympic Games of 1964. The first United
States Judo Championship began in 1953, and so by the time I went to Japan in 1961 I had already won five Pacific Coast
Championships and my first United States Championship. I knew that if I wanted to become a stronger competitor, I must
train with the best.

The training at Meiji was harder than I had ever experieced. In addition to regular training I would weight train three
times a week. When I had enough energy I would attend judo practice at the morning police dojo or run.

Those were the years often referred to as Meiji Judo Team's ‘Golden Years.” The great names of the international judo
mats, including Mr. Sone, Mr. Kaminaga, Mr. Nakatani and Mr. Sakaguchi, became my friends. Almost every year the
Meiji Team dominated the all Japan University Championships.

T was not the only foreigner who was at Meiji during those years. In fact three of the four men on the U.S. Olympic
Judo team in 1964 were Meiji trained. They were Paul Maruyama, Jim Bregman, and myself. Two members of the four
man team representing Japan that same year were also Meiji trained. These two men were Mr. Kaminaga and Mr.
Nakatani.

Now it is many years later, and I still remember my days at Meiji. About ten years ago as a member of the United
States Senate I had the opportunity to return to Japan. It was a wonderful experience to have a reunion with my old team-
mates. I remember Sugata-sensei was still practicing as he did when I last saw him in 1964. So many of my dear friends
came to our reunion,friends like Mr. Toriyumi, Mr. Asada, Mr. Tamura, Mr. Maeda, Mr. Kamiya, Mr. Tanaka, Mr.
Yamamoto, and Mr. Seki to name just a few. They all brought back so many great memories. Some Meiji team members
were not there, but I have seen them in my travels. For example, I saw Mr. Tomita who now lives in Puerto Rico and I
saw Mr. Okuni on a trip to France.

The International friendships made through Meiji judo training last throughout our lives. There is an old American say-
ing that goes: ‘make new friends, but keep your old, these are silver and those are gold.” T will never forget my Golden
years at Meiji University.
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Centenaire de I'Université de Meiji

Francois Besson

Je suis particulierement honoré et fier d'avoir été invité a rédiger ce message en tant que judoka et dirigeant du
Judo,pour la célébration du Centenaire de cette prestigieuse Université.

Dans le monde de Judo et en France notamment les Universités Japonaises jouent un réle de la plus grande
importance; je me dois d'en nommer quelques unes, Meiji, Nishidai, Tenri, Tokali,...

Et Meiji occupe une place toute particuliére, depuis des dizaines d'années des relations étroites ont été établies,
entretenues et développées entre cette Université et des Judokas étrangers.

Si d'une part j'ai eu I'honneur d'y étre accueilli et le plaisir de pouvoir m'y entrainer, j'ai eu d'autre part la chance
d'y rencontrer des personnes exceptionnelles, des Maitres, des Anciens, des amis. Je ne pourrai les rappeler tous
mais je ne peux m'empécher de citer, Tsugata Sensei, Kaminaga Sensei (qui avait lui aussi une personnalité hors
du commun, alliat une gentillesse permanente a une autorité naturelle), Okuni Sempai, Toriumi Sempat. . . .

Comme pour bien d'autres tous m'ont apporté beaucoup, ils ont contribué a ma formation et m'ont marqué
pour lavie. Siun écrivain célébre a écrit « le vrai tombeau des morts se trouve dans le cceur des vivants » , je peux
affirmer que tous ceux qui nous ont quittés restent présents dans nos coeurs et nos esprits.

Meiji c'est tout cela, c'est le souvenir du Dojo d'Ochanomizu a I'atmosphére si ceractéristique ot l'esprit des
Anciens est présent, les dures heures d'entrainement, des moments d'une rare richesse, des amitiés profondes qui
durent. . ..

Je tiens a exprimer toute ma reconnaissance et a formuler tous mes veeux les plus sincéres pour la réussite de la

célébration du Centenaire de cette Université qui nous est particuliérement chére.
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